Custom Flags … A Guide….
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There are 3 popular ways to personalise a flag:

1) Appliqué
2) Digitally Printed

3) Screen Printed

APPLIQUE

Sewn and appliqué techniques are more traditional for national flags, and can also prove to be cost effective for low volume and relatively simple flag designs. 

Some of the many flags we are asked to make lend themselves to sewn or appliqué methods of manufacture. For example, most flags of the European countries are made by sewing together the different pieces of coloured material. For some company and club flags, simple designs and lettering can be reproduced from fabric and appliquéd to the background material, creating a very attractive and impressive flag. These methods are perhaps most economical when a ‘one off’ or small quantity is required.

We are unable to match Pantone Colours when making an appliqué flag, Flags and Flagpoles  have a range of 24 different background colours and 24 appliqué colours.

The material used is traditionally a Woven polyester as a background and a knitted polyester as the appliqué design.

Pic 1
Quite a complicated appliquéd flag, single sided to show correctly on one side and mirror fashion to reverse (see Pic 2)
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Pic 2 
The ¨reverse¨ image of the above flag
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Pic 3
Another example of an appliquéd flag (front & back)
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Digitally Printed Flags

If a more complicated design, whether full colour or with shades & tints, is  required, we would tend to digitally print these flags (on quantities up to approximately 25 depending on design)

We print with the latest digital equipment, and your design will be printed in up to full colour on a knitted polyester fabric. With this method of printing, we need your artwork in electronic format (we may be able to recreate)  Finished to your requirements (see section below), and printed single sided.
We can produce double sided flags, by printing 2 flags of the sane design and stitching them together with a middle blanking sheet to prevent show through. Please note that a double sided flag weighs approximately 3 times the weight of a single sided one, and that it will need a lot more wind to enable it to fly correctly.
Pic 4 
A couple of single sided digitally printed flags printed on to a knitted polyester 
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Screen Printed Flags

This is the best and most cost effective method of producing larger quantities of flags where the design of the flag is identical. On a simple 1 colour design we would usually screen print on quantities in excess of 20. This method produces good strong colour matching – we are able to match as closely as possible to Pantone Colours.
Pic 5
Screen Printed Flags (front and back)
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Single or Double Sided Flags?

We can produce double sided flags, by printing 2 flags of the same design and stitching them together with a middle blanking sheet to prevent show through. Please note that a double sided flag weighs approximately 3 times the weight of a single sided one, and that it will need a lot more wind to enable it to fly correctly.

If you are unsure of any aspect of flag production, hoisting or have any general queries on flags or flagpoles, please call our team – we have been supplying flags and poles for over 20 years…… we should be able to help!
Types of Finishing

Rope and Toggle

This is the most traditional way of finishing a flag, the toggle is affixed to the top corner of the flag, the rope to the bottom. 
Pic 1 – Toggle & Rope
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D Rings

Another popular method of attaching a flag to a halyard rope is the use of D Rings

Pic 2 D Rings
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Pic 3
A Flag with D rings being flown
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Sleeves & Eyelets

This method is usually used when we are producing portrait style flags to be used in conjunction with a flagpole with a rotating top arm.

NB We will need to know the diameter of the sleeve when producing this type of flag

Pic 4 – The top section of a flag finished with top sleeve & eyelets
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Pic 5 – A flag being flown & a design template
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Flag Hoisting 
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Standard Flagpoles


Your flag may be fitted with a rope and toggle, or clips for securing the flag. The flag should form part of a continuous loop with the halyard rope on the flagpole. If the flag is fitted with a toggle, this will normally be fitted at the top of the flag. 

Attach either end of the halyard to the top and bottom of the flag. Hoist by pulling on one end of the halyard (ensuring that the flag is up the right way). When the flag is tight to the top of the pole, tie off the halyard that you used to hoist the flag with to the flagpole cleat. Then pull the other end of the halyard tight and tie off as well (ensuring that the halyard is taught and secure). 

Internal Halyard Flagpoles


The halyard is not a continuous loop on this type of flagpole. The end of the halyard rope that is on the outside of the pole should be attached to the top of the flag. To the bottom of the flag the security weight should be attached (which should be fitted around the pole). The flag should then be hoisted to the top of the pole by using the end of the halyard that is inside the pole and this should then be locked off before securing the locking door on the pole. 

Portrait Flags


For portrait flags please ensure that the eyelets positioned down the hoist side of the flag are secured loosely to the flagpole (either with flag restraining loops or cable ties). This will ensure that the flag flies correctly and does not put undue strain on your flagpole. 


Flag Care 
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Life Expectancy of Flags


The life expectancy of a flag is impossible to predict, as it is entirely dependent on the climatic conditions and hours of flying. We would advise that since most flags are either an act of courtesy (national flags) or advertising (company logos) it is best to have them in top condition by changing them regularly. Flags are an inexpensive and highly visible means to advertise your company. 

Wind and rain


In winds exceeding 45mph flags should be taken down. Remember that if it is windy at ground level it is much worse at the top of the flagstaff. Heavy rain will increase the weight of the flag which will cause unnecessary wear, especially in high winds. The dyes used in our manufacturing process are all tested for UV stability however salt and direct sunlight can have adverse effects on colour. 

Damage


Damage to flags is often caused by objects that the flag beats against in the wind or by old style wooden flagstaffs which do not have a smooth finish. To reduce the risk of damage, ensure that the halyard is taut at all times, and that there is no risk of the flag snagging. 

Washing and repair


Air pollution will cause white flags to become grey over time. Flags can be washed in a normal household washing machine set at a 40 degree wash with normal detergents. Avoid the use of soda or bleaching alkali. If the flag starts fraying it can sometimes be trimmed back and re-hemmed. 

Storage


Never store your flag when wet, always hang it up and allow it to dry fully before storage. When storing flags, keep them in a dry and ventilated place. 
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